Time is an important matter of study in science, religion, philosophy, art and literature. The issues that interest scholars and theorists are reflected in the art and literature as well, since those are the embodiments of society, its mind, life and issues. Historical traditions, economic, social and political features have huge impact on the perceptions of concepts and theories. This article aims to identify the relationship between the concept of time and art/literature. Through analysis of the works of modernist artists and authors the article will showcase the representations of the concept of time in the works of
Time has been a significant subject of study in science, philosophy and religion. Art and culture are the reflections of the society, its mind and life. Thus, the issues that interest scholars, scientists and philosophers are reflected in art and literature as well. The perceptions of different concepts tend to change based on historical traditions, economic, social and political life. This essay will discuss the concept of time by referring to the works of authors and artists of modernism period, such as: Henri Bergson, Charles Baudelaire, Salvador Dali and Walter Benjamin.
The expressions and symbols of evaluating the concept of time differ from writer to writer or artist to artist. Each author has his/her own perspective and style of presenting the ideas. French philosopher Henri Bergson, came up with the theory of "duree" or "duration" which is about time and consciousness. Bergson believed that the traditions of scientific experience are irreconcilable with lived practice. Bergson got to be mindful that it is impossible to measure the moment and once one tries to do that it will already be gone. Duration, according to him, is the stream of time. Despite the fact that we can separate this continuous stream into sections of time or "states of consciousness" the information that we have is only derived from "concrete time" or the original source of duration. Hence, length of time can't be known in the typical feeling of "knowing." It requires a specific sort of access or plunge into the self in order for the mind to experience this flux in its creativity and originality (Bergson, 2001) . Duration in other words can only be seen through small fragments and can never make a complete image. To grasp duration one can only rely on intuition. This theory of duration was a product of need to understand the reality and change at that time and as a whole.
2(7), 2016
Bergson's philosophy presents the scientific explanations of time. It is interesting to explore how the concept of time was seen by not only scientists and scholars but poets of the same time period as well. Charles Baudelaire (1821 -1867), a French poet, had his huge input in forming the modernist literature. He is most famous for his work "Les Fleurs du mal" (The Flowers of Evil) . This collection of poems expresses the change in the nature of beauty the modern and industrialized world. Baudelaire is special for his outstanding style of prose-poetry writing and spreading the duty of art, which is according to him to capture human experience. In his prosepoem "Be Drunk" (Paris Spleen 1864), Baudelaire discusses time as a pressure that does not let people fully enjoy their lives: "You have to be always drunk. That's all there is to it -it's the only way. So as not to feel the horrible burden of time that breaks your back and bends you to the earth, you have to be continually drunk." Another poem from "The Flowers of Evil" -"The Clock" discusses time as well. In this poem, Baudelaire presents time as an evil and treat that reminds and creates our sorrows: In the painting, four clocks are on display in an empty desert, bent out of shape which conveys the impression of ongoing action of melting. Dali defined art as "hand-painted" dream photographs" (Bradbury, 1999) .
The photographic quality of the painting and the fact that there are no humans in it make it even more complex. There are many diverse ways to interpret Persistence of dream state. Hence, it can also symbolize the inferiority of it versus human beings.
In 1930s Albert Einstein's Theory of Relativity brought a huge revolutionary idea. Einstein's theory proposed a whole new concept of time which characterized time as something complex and relative, not easy to track and not fixed. His theory undermined the ability of simple clocks or pocket watches to keep track of time (Einstein, 1916 
